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NEWSLETTER #1
Dear readers,

I am Thanos Balafoutis, coordinator of the
AgroFossilFree project, and I'm happy to introduce you
to the first project newsletter that highlights the latest
developments and activities of the project, as well as the
main deliverables and results that have been made.

The path towards a fossil-free EU agriculture
AgroFossilFree is a project funded by Horizon 2020 that started in October 2020. 

What will AgroFossilFree do?
The creation of a framework under which all core stakeholders will cooperate to evaluate
and promote the currently available FEFTS in EU agriculture to decrease or even
eliminate the use of fossil energy in the three main agricultural domains:
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What FEFTS are?
FEFTS (Fossil-Energy-Free Technologies and Strategies) refer to the tools that are
required to address cleaner and more efficient energy production and use in
agriculture.

Expected results

1700 FEFTS identified and
categorized
 
400 FARMERS' NEEDS
ASSESSMENT 
regarding energy use
 
AG-ENERGY
PLATFORM with 800 FEFTS
displayed
 
POLICY GUIDELINES on the
de-fossilisation of EU
agriculture

50 FEFTS
"PRACTICE ABSTRACTS"
20 open field,
10 greenhouses, 20 livestock
 
3 INTERACTIVE
INNOVATION MULTI-ACTOR
WORKSHOPS
in each "hub"
 
3 TRANSATIONAL
WORKSHOPS
 
1 BROKERAGE EVENT

AgEnergy Platform
In a few weeks,  “AgEnergy Platform”  is ready to launch. This platform contains all
available FEFTS  in the form of easily accessible and comprehensive end-user material
following the EIP-Service Point format. 

800 FEFTS deployment on the AgEnergy Platform
800-1000 End-user material (fact and info sheets, videos, images, etc) available on
the AgEnergy Platform

This will serve as a Permanent Networking Facility in order to become a collaboration
tool between the users and the provider. It enables the interaction between agricultural
sector stakeholders providing the ground for the exploitation and wider application of
FEFTS. 

It will also integrate a Decision Support Toolkit (DST) to provide proposed interventions
of FEFTS based on user inputs as well as links for those interventions financing.

Want to know more? Have a look at the following explanation video:
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Project consortium

The project  is composed by 16 partners coming from 9 countries (IR, NL, DE, DK,
PL, ES, IT, BE and EL). It is based on a “Multi Actor Approach”, including in the
consortium not only scientists and researchers but also extension service providers,
farmers’ organizations and industrial partners, which ensures that the end-users of
FEFTS innovations are well represented. 

Meet all consortium partners!
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Fossil Energy Free Cluster

AgroFossilFree is part of a cluster that
has been created between six  H2020
projects to establish collaboration and
promote the developed technology
solutions to potential stakeholder/end-
users in a common way.

Our last deliverables are...
Farmers' needs, innovative ideas and interests
The research results, aiming at identifying farmers’ needs, innovative ideas and interests
regarding FEFTS, are presented as follows: farmers’ survey and experts’ (mainly advisors)
interviews are first presented separately and subsequently are jointly summarized with a
view to factors that influence the adoption of FEFTS which may be relevant across Europe.

Scientific papers on FEFTS
Records submitted are mostly about methodologies, procedures and policies on agriculture
field practices and energy provision. Furthermore, Clean Energy Supply prevails over
Energy Efficiency Improvement and Soil Carbon Sequestration with most of the solutions
being about open field agriculture. From the complete Scientific Papers analysis we
conclude that the academic focus is shifted towards agriculture in order for the later to
become more sustainable. 

Research project results on FEFTS
This document  presents the report on methodology and standards regarding the
performance of systematic review of research results from projects on FEFTS application
in agriculture or related domains. This report is organized in  four chapters, each one
addressing a specific aspect regarding FEFTS identification, screening and analysis that
were performed in the first part of research projects collection. In the first section, an initial
assessment of the identified projects was carried out. The second part of the report
describes the survey conducted and the third part performs the analysis of the projects
characteristics. A summary of the works and results is provided in the fourth part.

Industrial FEFTS solutions
Until September 2021, 178 industrial technologies are registered by the consortium. The
majority of attention is paid to open-field agriculture, but livestock and greenhouses are
also vital. Improvements in energy efficiency, as well as renewable energy production and
soil carbon sequestration, are all important, hence many technical applications are
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common. Most of the technologies focus on farmers, as well as companies and industry.
The process of registration of industrial FEFTS I continuous and will go forward until the
end of the project lifetime to build an informative platform for everyone to access.

Training and advising FEFTS material
This deliverable has shown how FEFTS are collected, screened, assessed and included in
AFF’s inventory on training materials inventories. This process and these training materials
are important as they will serve to enhance stakeholder knowledge and incentives to
minimize fossil fuel consumption.

Available financing tools in EU agriculture
There is a wide variety of national and European funding mechanisms to promote a fossil
energy free EU agriculture. The majority of the financing mechanisms offer possibilities for
support to various groups of users. Overall the largest group constitute farmers but there
are also financing mechanisms that target producers associations, energy generators,
contractors, advisory services, policy makers, companies, industry and universities.

Decision support toolkit
A decision support toolkit based on Artificial Intelligence is designed and realized and will
be able to address coherently qualitative and quantitative variables. A well-established
approach based on Fuzzy Cognitive Maps is implemented. Essentially, the AI tool will
mimic the consultation process if these experts were in the same room evaluating the input
data provided by the end-user to propose the most effective action.

Other deliverables that have been already published:
1.1 Report on current energy use status in EU agriculture
1.2 Report on framework, methodology and standards
5.1 Dissemination Strategy
5.2 Dissemination Materials
6.2 Data Management Plan & Support Pack

Next project events

3rd CONSORTIUM MEETING
-16th and 17th of November 2021-
The project will celebrate the 3rd
Consortium Meeting at Pulawy,
Poland.

1st REGIONAL WORKSHOP
-24th of November 2021-
AgroFossilFree has chosen the
project Agrovoltaic Energy
Community of Picassent Solar for its

All public deliverables are available on the website!
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Partners will have the opportunity to
meet for the first time in person.

first regional Workshop, celebrated
in Spain. 

Contact us

Twitter Facebook LinkedIn Website Email
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